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Murrumbidgee Irrigation Limited's Monthly Newsletter

News in Brief
February 2013

Supply Update
While the weather has remained hot and dry over the past

Key Dates

month,

28 February 2013

demand

for

irrigation

water

has

decreased returning to normal supply conditions. The
Main Canal is currently receiving diversions of 3,900 ML/d

Nomination for shareholderelected director (A class)
close 5pm

compared to 6,300 ML/d received at the peak of the
demand through January, while the Sturt Canal is
currently receiving 1,400 ML/d compared to 2,300 ML/d at

Intra-valley trades close

its highest point last month.

1 March 2013

Diversions during January 2013 totalled 237,906 ML, a
56,587 ML increase when compared to the same period

Applications for 2013

last year. The combination of full allocations and dry

Scholarship close

conditions have meant water sales for 2012/13 are on
track to be the highest since 2005/06 with metered usage
to date recorded at 703,774 ML. Total sales for 2005/06

1800 822 450

were 829,990 ML.

Allocations
Stock & Domestic 100%
Town
High Security

100%
100%

Record water usage has also resulted in a high volume of
allocation transfers into our licence being lodged. Already
this month, we have processed 328 applications. This is

General Security* 105%

almost five times higher than the same time last year,

+ MI 5% enhancement

when just 66 trades were processed during February. We
understand our customers need to move or buy water to

Storages
Burrinjuck

36%

Blowering

65%

Eucumbene

48%

keep up with crop demand, so our staff have worked hard
to ensure the trades are processed within one business
day of receiving them.

(21/02/13)

The high water demand has also meant some customers’
water usage has exceeded the Delivery Entitlements held
on their landholdings. In these instances, Casual Usage
Charges apply and our Customer Services staff have
been contacting affected customers to discuss their
options. More information about Delivery Entitlements can
be found on our website.
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Customers are reminded to keep an eye on the water
balance in their account. If your water balance reaches
zero, your account will be suspended and you will not be
able to place a water order. You can check your account
balance at any time by logging into EASYWATER and
selecting ‘Available Water’. The current volume of water
you have available for use or trade is stated under
‘Remaining Allocation’. Please call our Customer Services
team if you would like more information about viewing
your current water statement.

Works Update
Works to remove silt and other debris to restore adequate
water flow throughout the system were completed in late
January and we have now commenced pre-casting
components required for the winter works program.
The pumps that were installed at Barren Box Storage and
Wetland (BBSW) to move water from the Active cell into
the Intermediate cell to maximise water availability, have
now been removed as the supply restrictions have eased.
Breaches in the Intermediate cell embankment caused by
last year’s floods have been repaired and BBSW has
been restored to pre-flood condition.
Along with our scheduled weed maintenance program,
additional inspections for Alligator weed are taking place
downstream of BBSW after some growth was reported
last week. Customers are reminded to assist us by
reporting outbreaks of any noxious weeds, including
Sagittaria and Alligator weed .

Call for nominations:
shareholder-elected director (A class)
Following the resignation of Deputy Chairman and A class
shareholder-elected director, Bruno Brombal, in late
January, an election will now be held to appoint a
replacement.
Under the Company’s Constitution, any shareholder
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holding A class (Horticulture) shares in Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Limited, and who is not an employee of the
Company, is eligible for nomination. A shareholder who
holds both A and B Class shares can only vote, and be
nominated for election, in the class in which they have
most shares. If a member holds equal numbers of A and
B class shares, they are classified as an A class
shareholder.
Candidates must complete a nomination form and provide
information on qualifications and relevant experience.
Candidates must be nominated and seconded by two
other A class voters.

A nomination form and an

information pack are available at the Company’s offices in
Leeton

and

Hanwood

as

well

as

from

our

website. Nominations close at 5pm on Thursday 28
February 2013. Further details can be obtained from
Dorian Radue, Company Secretary by phone 6962 0200
or email info@mirrigation.com.au

2013 Scholarship Program
Applications are now open for the Murrumbidgee Irrigation
2013 Scholarship Program. The program reflects our
Corporate Plan commitment to enhance our community
through initiatives to attract and retain professional skills
in the MIA. The selection process is merit based in
response to specific eligibility criteria and preference is
given to our customers and their families. Eligible
students

wishing to apply

an Application

Form,

will need

ensuring

that

to complete
the documents

referred to in the check lists are attached. Applications
close on 1 March 2013. For more information call 6962
0200 or visit our website.

Modernisation update
The design for the Lake Wyangan Modernisation Project
is expected to be finalised over coming weeks. The
modernisation program will include the installation of
gravity pipelines and re-lining of the Lake View Branch
Canal. Construction is scheduled to commence in May
2013 with the project expected to be completed by the
end of 2014. Earlier in the month, we met with Lake
Wyangan customers to provide a progress update and to
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explain how the project would proceed over the coming
months.
The Tax Laws Amendment (2013 Measures No.3) Bill
was introduced to Federal Parliament last week. These
amendments are designed to eliminate the timing
difference between when payments are taxed and when
deductions are available for expenditure under the
Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program.
These changes were promised by Minister Burke and
Minister Crean in February 2011 and we have worked
hard over the past two years to ensure the changes were
realised. We have negotiated with the Department of
Sustainability,

Environment,

Water,

Population

and

Communities to sign our round two funding agreement
awarded

under

the

Private

Irrigation

Infrastructure

Operators Program (PIIOP) on the condition the proposed
amendments pass through Federal Parliament. As soon
as this is finalised we can begin progressing projects that
were put on hold last year pending these legislative
changes.
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